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Mark your calendar for Wednesday, June 9, 2:00-4:00 for 
the Seattle Area Archivistsô spring membership meeting to 
be held at the Diocese of Olympia (Episcopal) Archives.  
This meeting will include a business portion wherein we will 
announce the new steering committee members. The pro-
gram of the meeting will consist of a tour of Diocesan 
House and the Archives led by Archivist Diane Wells.   

The Diocese of Olympia Archives is located at Diocesan 
House (1551 10th Ave. East), just north of St. Markôs Ca-
thedral on Seattleôs Capitol Hill. Limited free parking is 
available at Diocesan House or on nearby residential 
streets. Diocesan House is also easily accessible by the 
route 49 Metro bus line.        
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Note From the Chair  

The start of summer signals the end of the Seattle Area Archivists membership year. It has been a 

busy few months, and come to think of it, a busy year! In addition to our usual membership meetings 

and the sponsorship of the annual Archives Fair, the steering committee worked on a few new 

things. We implemented some new technologies including the website powered by WordPress; we 

also joined Facebook and Twitter in order to establish a larger web presence and to stay in closer 

contact with our local membership as well as the network of archivists and other information profes-

sionals across the country. This social networking aspect of our outreach is still nascent and we are 

always looking to improve, so please let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions. 

Speaking of keeping in touch with archivists from other areas, this year we were also fortunate to 

have a large inter-regional conference held in our backyard! The Western Roundup, sponsored by 

Northwest Archivists, Society of California Archivists, Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists, and 

Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists, brought together over 300 archivists, students, and other 

information professionals. By virtue of our location in Seattle, many from our membership ranks vol-

unteered their time by serving on the local arrangements committee, assisting on the registration 

desk, hosting repository tours, shepherding pre-conference tours, serving as speakers for sessions, 

participating in preconference workshops, and simply participating by attending various parts of the 

conference. From my perspective, Iôd say that we represented Seattle well! 

This year marks the 25
th
 anniversary of the Seattle Area Archivists which we celebrated last month 

with a reception at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel during the Western Roundup conference. We had 

over 30 attendees including four of the founding members of the group. Iôd like to take a moment to 

give a special thank you to Loretta Greene, Janette Gomes, and Anne Frantilla for their help with lo-

gistics, organization, set-up, and decorating for the party. Thank you also to all those who were able 

to attend and for those who have supported the group over the years. May we continue to prosper 

for the next 25 years! 

The membership year ends in a flurry, as usual, as we conduct the election for new steering commit-

tee members. This year, we had a fine slate of four candidates vying for the three vacancies left by 

Kathleen Crosman, Josh Zimmerman and myself. Thank you for taking the time to consider each 

candidate and for participating by casting your vote. The results will be announced at the final meet-

ing in June. Thank you to all of the candidates for being willing to serve on the committee, and 

thanks also to those current members for all their hard work over their respective terms. 

Iôve enjoyed my time as chair, especially as I have gotten to know the archival community here in 

Seattle. I am continually impressed with the collegial nature of our group as well as the diverse col-

lections that we all help to preserve and make available to our various publics. Thank you! 

Emily Dominick 

http://seattleareaarchivists.org/
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News   

 

KING COUNTY ARCHIVES (SEATTLE)  

New Processing: 

Records, County Executive Randy Revelle, 

1975-1986.   

Randall ñRandyò Revelle served as King 
Countyôs third executive between 1981 and 
1985. These records document the organiza-
tion, activities and communications of the Office 
of the Executive during the Revelle administra-
tion. Primarily text records, the series in this re-
cord group include county agency files, subject 
files, clipping files, and program development 
records and state legislative files. The last two 
series contain small amounts of textual material 
from the administrations of previous County Ex-
ecutives John 
Spellman and Ron 
Dunlap. A small 
number of color 
aerial photographs 
(1984) document 
properties pro-
posed for inclusion 
in King Countyôs 
Farmland Preser-
vation program. 
Other topics repre-
sented in these 
records include 
construction of a 
new county jail; 
surface water 
management and 
flood control in the 
Green River Val-
ley; relations with 
Kingdome stadium tenants (professional sports 
teams); interactions with cities and officials in 
King County, including Seattle mayor Charles 
Royer; and Randy Revelleôs interest in mental 

health policy and programs. 95 cu. ft.  

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON            

LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Gust P. Rakus Hellenic studies collec-

tion , 1935-2003. 

Accession number 5543-001 

4.16 cubic feet (5 boxes) 

Gust P. Rakus (1916- 2003) was a Greek 
immigrant who came to the Pacific North-
west in 1933. He collected books, photo-
graphs, newsletters, and memorabilia of 
Greek Americans in the Pacific Northwest. 
Rakus graduated from the University of 
Washington in 1940 and began a career as 
an educator and foreign language teacher 
that spanned more than thirty years. He 
was active in the American Hellenic Educa-
tional Progressive Association (AHEPA) 
and the Greek Orthodox parish of Saint De-
metrios. 

Materials include programs, newsletters, 
handbooks, minutes, clippings, photo-
graphs, correspondence, and other materi-
als primarily relating to the American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Association 
(AHEPA) at national, district, chapter, and 
individual levels. 

Stimson Bullitt Papers ,1921-2008 (bulk 

1950-2008). 

Accession number 5297-007 

16 cubic feet (16 boxes) 

Stimson Bullitt was born in 1919. He at-
tended Yale University and the University 
of Washington Law School, and was admit-
ted to the Washington State Bar in 1949. 
He served in the Navy during World War II 
and won a Purple Heart. In 1952 and in 
1954 he made two attempts to run for Con-
gress. He authored three books, To Be a 

King County Executive Randy Revelle and Seat-

tle mayor Charles Royer jointly proclaim Na-

tional Public Works Week while administrators 

look on, 1982.  [King County Archives Series 

400, File 3119.] 

http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/RakusGust5543.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/RakusGust5543.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/BullittStimson5297.xml
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Politician (1959), Ancestral Histories of Scott 
Bullitt and Dorothy Stimson (1994), and River 
Dark and Bright (1995). He served as Presi-
dent of the Bullitt Company, 1955-1965, and of 
the family's business, KING Broadcasting Co., 
in 1961-1971. He was president of Harbor 
Properties in Seattle in 1972-1996, and 
chaired its board in 1996-2001. Bullitt passed 
away on April 19, 2009 at the age of 89. 

Correspondence, diaries, photographs, moving 
images, records of Harbor Properties, Inc., re-
cords of the Bullitt Foundation and other docu-
ments relating to Stimson Bullitt's personal and 
professional life. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS AD-

MINISTRATION - PACIFIC ALASKA REGION  

Eight student workers are keeping the National 

Archives & Records Administration, Seattle 

hopping this summer. In addition to her usual 

workload, Archivist Patty McNamee is directing 

the studentôs work, providing training, answer-

ing questions and keeping eight projects mov-

ing forward. The students attend Seattle Uni-

versity, Western Washington University, Uni-

versity of British Columbia, University of South 

Carolina, Washington State University, Univer-

sity of Michigan, San Jose State University and 

Yale. Each student will work from ten to twenty

-two weeks on archival processing, conserva-

tion, exhibit development and description pro-

jects. Records from the Forest Service, Bureau 

of Indian Affairs and United States District 

Courts will be better preserved and more ac-

cessible as a result of their efforts.  

Newly Received Records -  

Records newly received at NARA, Seattle in-

clude wildland fire incident reports from a vari-

ety of National Forests, station journals from 

the Naval Air Station-Seattle, historic preser-

vation related files from the General Services 

Administration and Congressional budget re-

cords from the Bonneville Power Administra-

tion.   

HAVE AN EVENT THIS SUMMER?  

Even though there will be no newsletter over 

the summer, we can still help. Send us ca-

reer opportunities, trainings, or any other in-

formation that you may have and weôll post it 

on our website. For more information, email:                

seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com at any 

time. 

WANT TO HOST A SAA MEETING AT 

YOUR REPOSITORY? 

Let us know. Weôre always looking for differ-

ent repositories to host events and meet-

ings. Please contact seattleareaarchi-

vists@gmail.com for more information. 

HAVE ANY IDEAS FOR MEETINGS, PRO-

GRAMS, OR ANYTHING ELSE?  

Weôre always open to new ideas for virtually 

anything archives related. Itôs your Seattle 

Area Archivists. Weôre especially looking for 

volunteers to host or plan Archives Reading 

Group meetings and Café des Fonds pro-

grams. Please contact: seattleareaarchi-

vists@gmail.com  

mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
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Summer Calendar   
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June 10 (11:30 AM to 1:00 PM)  
 
NARA - PACIFIC ALASKA REGION  
Brick Wall Genealogy Discussion Group  
 
Come bring your brown-bag lunch and your  
"impossible genealogy problem" and our 
knowledgeable staff will brainstorm possible 
solutions! All sessions are FREE. 
 
June 12 (Sat 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM)  
 
NARA - PACIFIC ALASKA REGION  
Immigration & Naturalization Records for 
Genealogists and U.S. Federal Court and 
Prison Records.   
 
July 4 -7 
 
Association of Jewish Libraries Annual 
Convention  (Seattle)  
 
Karyl Winn (retired University of Washington 
Libraries, Special Collections), Doris Steifel 
(Washington Jewish Historical Society) 
and Nicolette Bromberg (University of Wash-
ington Libraries, Special Collections) will be 
giving a talk on the collaboration between the 
Washington Jewish Historical Society and 
Special Collections in which the WJSH col-
lected historical materials from their commu-
nity and the UW Libraries serves as the ar-
chive for the WJSH. The collaboration has 
lasted for about 30 years now. Recently we 
put up a Jewish Archives photography collec-
tion on our digital site. 
 
July 10 (Sat. 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM)  
  
NARA - PACIFIC ALASKA REGION  
Overview of the National Archives  
 
What is a Repository? What is an Original 

Document? What does NARA-Pacific Alaska 
Region, Seattle WA have to offer? An over-
view of the types of documents held and how 
the public can access the information. Please 
bring your questions and know your answer 
may require some research... 
  
July 15 (Thurs. 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM)  
  
Seattleôs Herstory: Celebrating a Century 
of Suffrage  
  
Join the Museum of History and Industry and 
Seattle Architecture Foundation as we explore 
Seattle's role in Washington's equal suffrage 
campaign--a movement as old as the city it-
self. This tour is given in conjunction with MO-
HAI's exhibit Women's Votes, Women's 
Voices opening in July. 
  
See MOHAIôs events calendar for other 
events related to womenôs suffrage on MO-
HAIôs events calendar. 
  
August 10 -15  
  
Society of American Archivists Annual 
Meeting  (Washington DC)  
  
Joint meeting of CoSA, NAGARA, and SAA 
  
August 14 (Sat. 10:00 AM)  
  
Japanese in the Lumber Industry in the Pa-
cific Northwest  
 
A presentation created by Ken House based 
on information from the Weyerhaeuser Ar-
chives and the Snoqualmie Valley Historical 
Society - to be presented by Dave Battey at 
the Meadowbrook Farm Interpretive Center, 
1711 Boalch Avenue, North Bend. 

 

http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/public/workshops.html
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/public/workshops.html
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/public/workshops.html
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/public/workshops.html
http://www.jewishlibraries.org/ajlweb/conventions/convention2010.htm
http://www.jewishlibraries.org/ajlweb/conventions/convention2010.htm
http://content.lib.washington.edu/jhpweb/index.html
http://content.lib.washington.edu/jhpweb/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/pacific-alaska/seattle/public/workshops.html#events
http://www.seattlehistory.org/plan_your_visit/calendar.php?id=84
http://www.seattlehistory.org/plan_your_visit/calendar.php?id=84
http://www.seattlehistory.org/plan_your_visit/calendar.php?id=84
http://www2.archivists.org/conference/2010/washington
http://www2.archivists.org/conference/2010/washington
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tion were sewn far 
from the Puget 
Sound. It was actu-
ally the Society of 
American Archivists 
(founded 1936) and 
the Delaware Valley 
Archivists Group 
(founded 1980) that 
provided the impetus 
and model for the 
group that would 
sprout into the Seat-
tle Area Archivists. 
 
When archivist 
Loretta Greene 
moved to the West 
Coast from the Phila-
delphia area, she 
was hired as assis-
tant archivist at the 

Sisters of Providence Archives in West Seat-
tle. In Philadelphia she had been an active 
member of the Delaware Valley Archivists 
Group and liked that groupôs camaraderie. 
She suggested to her supervisor, archivist 
Sister Rita Bergamini, that they form a similar 
group in Seattle. Bergamini not only agreed, 
but also told Greene that she had been talking 
about the very same thing with Karyl Winn 
from the Special Collections at the University 
of Washington Libraries. Despite both living 
and working in Seattle, Bergamini and Winn 
had actually met at the Society of American 
Archivistsô annual meeting years before. At 
that meeting and subsequent annual meet-
ings, the topic of forming an archivistôs group 
in the area came up, but nothing had ever ma-
terialized. Winn credits Sister Rita Bergamini 
with both ñthe idea and the initiative.ò How-
ever, according to Bergaminiôs 1985 notes, it 

Seattle Area Archivists  Spring 2010  

The Origins of the Seattle Area Archivists  

Josh Zimmerman  

I hope you all know by now that the Seattle 
Area Archivists is celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary this year. In April we had a great 
time reminiscing and talking with past, pre-
sent, and potential members at a ritzy anni-
versary reception on the 27

th
 floor of the Ren-

aissance Seattle Hotel during the Western 
Round Up. Though weôve finished the cake 
and were forced to leave the cozy downtown 
penthouse, we still have a little bit of celebra-
tion to squeeze out of the year. 
 
When any type of anniversary rolls around, 
thoughts inevitably turn to origins and begin-
nings. People often reflect on origins in order 
to make the past meaningful in the present or 
to lend a different perspective on their current 
lives or the communities in which they live. As 
archivists, weôre all too familiar with origins. 
We help users explore origins of all kinds, but 
we rarely get a chance to engage in the kind 
of research that we so often help to facilitate.  
 
I thought what better way to celebrate Seattle 
Area Archivistsô silver anniversary than by 
conducting a bit of archival research of my 
own in time for the last newsletter of the mem-
bership year. For this project, I referred to our 
archives (yes, we have archives). I also briefly 
interviewed the groupôs founders: Loretta 
Greene, Karyl Winn, and Sister Rita Ber-
gamini, SP. The information that they pro-
vided helped me fill the gaps in the documen-
tation about the Seattle Area Archivistsô ori-
gins, unique organizational structure, and 
name. 
 
ORIGINS 
 
Although we normally associate the Seattle 
Area Archivists with our particular geographic 
area, the intellectual seeds for this organiza-

Front Cover of the Seattle Area 

Archivistsô Brochure, 1994. 

http://www.archivists.org/
http://www.archivists.org/
http://dvarchivists.org/
http://dvarchivists.org/







